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the “Boora Project” is a series digital interventions in the 

boglands of Co offaly. 

in this series of artworks, the analog work practices of  Bord na 

Mona fitters from Boora (fabrication) Works  are remixed with 

the land that surrounds them.  

lAnD// MAn// MAChine have shaped one another and the 

duality of their existence is the core element of the Boora 

Project.



UNfraMeD TerriTory 
investigates the genius fabulae of Irish landscape 

the genius fabulae is the story about place. irish landscape and stories 

relating to place have been the subject of irish writing from the earliest 

annals recorded. 

irish writers from Yeats to heaney have continued in this tradition, 

providing a literary geography of poetical descriptions, empirical realities, 

and alternative approaches to cultural geographical understanding. 

(MereDith 1999).



literary geography considers place-creation to be subjective, based 

on landscape perceptions. 

landscape is a cultural construct yet we are increasingly unaware of 

how to read terrain and are blind to the many changes and marks 

our predecessors have made to the land over centuries. 



Western cartography and digital mapping has contributed to this, 

erasing the subjective, the unmeasurable and the invisible, the 

essential elements that form the very notion of place. 



never more true, than in the industrial boglands of County offaly.

Boora is the name given to a group of bogs west of tullamore,  

County offaly which are milled for peat production. 

it also the name of the Bord na Mona’s Fabrication Works where a 

workforce of fitters and electricians service and supply the machinery 

for peat extraction & production

What gives place its specificity is the weaving together of social 

relations at a particular locus.  (DeAn, MillAr, 2005). 



here, all rail lines intercept



 Man, land and machine converge



Man and land in these parts  

have shaped one another. 

the duality of their existence 

is the core element of this art 

project, this is the story, the 

genius fabulae, of this place.



on Site
to connect with a place one needs to connect with its people. 

this land is not landschap. it is not to be framed from fixed points of view. 

it needs to be walked, to be talked, and to be listened to. 

Modern man experiences place through satellite connections, where reality is 

pointed at and packaged. 

this project brings you to the here and now, right here, right now. to the place, 

to its people and to their story. it does this on the ground, and in situ. in Boora.



on Site

Fragments of both land 

and man, aural and visual 

are remixed on-site. 

Parts 1 to 3 of this project 

are site-specific, because 

it is only in being in the 

place that the story of 

place comes alive. 

Part 4 = documentation  

of parts 1 to 3.  



Part 1: teA hUt

the tea hut has 
traditionally been the 
base station for workers 
on the bog. they are still 
used on the working bogs 
today. 

this tea hut, now ready 
for scrap has been saved 
from death row. 

While the exterior still 
bears its weathered coat 
of life, the interior has 
been reconfigured to 
house a 5 projector sound 
and video installation. 



Part 1: teA hUt

lAnD, MAn, MAChine 
– the remix plays from 
inside out, on to newly 
added windows. 

it is designed to be viewed 
on location, from near or 
far, as night-time falls. in 
twilight, the surroundings 
are integral to the 
work, in the darkness a 
mirrored daytime world is 
projected tv-style though 
time and space.

While documentation of 
this project exists, it is a 
live performance.



lAnD, MAn, MAChine
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Part 2: BoorA rADio

radios are part of every 
day life in Boora.  talk 
radio and tunes sing out 
from black boxes in busy 
and vacant workshops 
alike.

Boora radio is a collection 
of sound bites from every 
day live in Boora Works 
including environmental 
sounds, machine sounds 
and workers’ chat and 
stories. 



Part 2: BoorA rADio

this piece of work is 
designed to play on 
loop, but the listener 
can change channel, or 
selection, by turning the 
dial.

ChAt; MAChine SoUnDS; 
AMBient hUM.... nAtUre; 
rooKS....

this machine is portable. 
on-site radio Boora plays 
life as it is. off-site it 
plays with memory and 
evokes a sense of “other 
place”.



Boora Boys – embedding 
people in landscape

1. Wagons loaded: 

the postered wagons worked 

the summer months, where 

the Boora Boys took on life 

beyond Boora Works. they 

crossed geographic and social 

boundaries, carrying the land, 

literally in peat-loads, over-

land. 

their journeys determined by 

chance and destiny or, weather 

and production. the Boora 

Boys randomly mapped their 

territory, and claiming their 

turf.

Part 3: BoorA BoYS
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Boora Boys – embedding 
people in landscape

2. Place Projections: 

night-time light-
projections of Boora 
Boys on to the land – the 
physical earth. 

the presence of 
temporary ghost-like 
figures hovering over 
the land emphasises the 
duality of their existence 
and their relationship to 
one another.
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Part 4: BoorA BoX

the Boora box was made by the 

fitters in Boora. 

it has been modified to play the 

documentation of the installations 

performed at Boora. 

the controls and switches play 

photos, videos and sound files.  

the user controls playback through 

play. this is a momento from on-

site work. the analog postcard from 

the digital installation.

this part of the project is non-

site specific. Serving as a record of 

events, the Boora Box is the “boîte-

sans-valise”, the mini museum, 

containing the documentation of 

the site-specific work. this is Boora-

to-go. the take-away version.
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